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Hope Lutheran Church and Student Center is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America and a community of growing disciples of Jesus Christ who love our 

neighbors, both near and far. We affirm that everyone is created in the image of God and is 

deserving of God’s love and grace. We recognize that for many people, “church” has not 

always felt like a welcoming place. We celebrate our human family’s diversity of sexual 

orientation, gender identity and expression, race, ethnicity, culture, and age. We embrace 

differences in relationship status, physical and mental ability, education, income, worldview, 

and political affiliation. We are committed to the full inclusion of all people in our community 

and invite you to journey with us toward a deeper faith, mutual respect, greater love and 

understanding, and reconciliation through Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you need to leave the sanctuary for any reason, you may view the service from a phone or 

another device. You are welcome to return to worship for communion, fellowship, 
 or any portion of special interest to you. 

 
JOIN WORSHIP FROM YOUR PHONE: 

 
 
 

Scan to access our Zoom 
or call in: 301.715.8592 

Meeting ID: 840 5599 7546 
Password: 112233 
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Gathering: The Holy Spirit calls us together  
as the people of God. 

 
 

Welcome 

 
 

    Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn 742: What a Friend We Have in Jesus 
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Leader: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
All: And also with you. 
 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your 
word. By your Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live 
according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 

Passing the Peace 
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you all. 
All: And also with you. 
 
You may stay in your seat or walk around to greet others, often saying  
“Peace be with you.” 
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Word: God speaks to us in scripture reading, 
preaching and song. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation (All): ELW 172 

 
 
Leader: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
All: Glory to You, O Lord. 
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Gospel                                                             Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 
sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and 
sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them 
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And 
as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them 
up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 
and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when 
the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they 
withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up 
and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 
 
  18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the 
word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the 
path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 
the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet such a person has no 
root but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises 
on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the 
cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 
nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in 
one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
 
 
Repeat after the Leader: 
That’s the story of God and God’s people. 
God, thanks for your story. 
 
 

Dismissal 
Children are welcome to stay or are invited downstairs to continue reflecting on 
this story. 

 
 

Gospel Acclamation: Halle-Halle-Hallelujah (music on page 5) 
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    A Reading from the Hebrew Scripture                Isaiah 55:10-13 
 

 10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 
  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 
 making it bring forth and sprout, 
  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 
  it shall not return to me empty, 
 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 
 12 For you shall go out in joy 
  and be led back in peace; 
 the mountains and the hills before you 
  shall burst into song, 
  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
 13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 
  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, 
 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 
 
 
Leader:  Word of God, Word of Life. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Sermon 
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    Hymn of the Day 777: Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty  
(verses 1-4) 
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Apostles’ Creed 
Let us confess the faith of the church with the words of the Apostles’ Creed 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
The assisting minister leads a series of prayer petitions. We join in praying 
together; we end each petition with the close-and-response: “God of grace,” 
with the response: “hear our prayer.” 

 
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 

 
God our gardener, you scatter grace like seed across the world. Continue 
to cultivate the garden of your church with your abundant Spirit.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects your commitment to life 
despite our actions disregarding its wonder. We look toward Isaiah’s 
vision, when all creation rejoices, and the trees will clap for joy at your 
salvation. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God our life, you give us the same Spirit by which you raised Christ from 
the dead. Set our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or condemnation 
overwhelm throughout the world. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God our host and table, we pray for children who hunger and rely on 
school meals, for all who toil under the hot sun without refreshment, for 
the chronically ill who have exhausted their resources, and for local 
concerns. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God our source, tend this assembly with your grace throughout this 
summer season. May those who travel for work or recreation do so safely, 
and may visitors find refreshment among us. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
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(With the assisting minister, please pray out loud the first name of each person for whom we 
pray. If you would like to add a name to the prayer list, please secure the person’s consent, 
then reach out to Lauren in the office.) 

 
We pray for people who have requested our ongoing prayers: 
 
Dolores, 
Sheena (relative of Rick), 
Jytte (pronounced YOU-ta) (Karin's grandmother), 
Angelo, 
Terry, 
Maya, 
Barry, 
Pastor Beth, 
Santiago and family, 
Nan, 
Lynne. 
 
[pause] 
 

And for those who have requested prayers for a time or a season: 
 
Corita, Nathan, & Nicholas, and all who mourn the death of John Henry, 
Pastor Julie, Katesh, & Nimi, as they mourn the death of Silas, 
Jaime, Shantha, Lydia, Arturo and Gabriel, as they move to California, 
Tatenda, Chipo, Julia and Mufaro, as they prepare to move to Utah at 
the end of July, 
Phil and his family, as he battles a brain tumor, 
Father Bob, 
Peter, 
Julie, 
Steve, ongoing health issues, 
Rich (uncle of Pastor Ray), as he recovers from surgery to remove a 
tumor, 
Bill, recovering from a stroke,  
Mariella, 
Mali, mother of a friend of the quilters, 
Trudy, awaiting healing, 
Jake (cousin of Pastor Ray), who is in the military and has been deployed 
to the Middle East, 
The People of Iran, 
The People of Palestine, 
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The People of Ukraine, 
Our elected leaders, 
Those laid off at UMD, 
Living Water, a Seventh Day Adventist Church, who worships at Hope 
on Saturdays, 
Christian Stability Ministry, a community of refugees who worship at 
Hope on Sundays, 
Our bishops, Yehiel and Phil, 
 
and those we name silently or aloud [...pause...] 
 
when it seems all are done 
 

Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 

We give you thanks that the roots of your goodness run deep throughout 
history. We remember those saints who have gone before us in faith.  
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we 
cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 

    Announcements 
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Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus 
 
 

Offering Music 
 

During this time of musical offering: 

 

Those worshiping online may make offerings on Hope’s website: 
(www.hopecp.org) - look on the red top bar for the word “Donate.” You may 
also give by text at 844-904-1808. 
 
For those worshiping with us in person, we pass the offering basket. You may 
also continue giving online or by text. 
 
At this time, children in childcare are invited upstairs for communion. 

 
 

Noisy Offering 
 
 

Kids’ Message 
 
 

http://www.hopecp.org/
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    Opening Communion Song 472: Eat This Bread 

 
 
Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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You Are Holy 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
 

    Our Communion Practices 
Everyone is welcome to participate in communion. Today Hope offers gluten 
free bread, white grape juice and white wine. Juice and wine will be served with 
pouring chalices. As you come forward to the altar rail, pick up a communion 
glass. Tell the server if you prefer wine or grape juice. The server will pour into 
your communion glass. When finished, place the empty glass in one of the 
round holes at the altar rail or give it to the usher who will be at the baptismal 
font. You may choose to receive bread only and/or any of the cup options. Any 
version of communion carries the full power of communion. If you prefer not to 
receive elements, you may cross your arms over your chest for a no-contact, 
verbal blessing. You are invited forward to stand or kneel at the railing; after 
those who wish to come forward receive, servers will bring communion to those 
who prefer to stay in your seats. 
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Communion Hymn 726: Light Dawns on a Weary World 
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    Post Communion Blessing 
May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen 
you and let you know how much you are always kept in God’s grace. 
Amen. 
 
 

Sending: God blesses us and sends us in 

mission to the world 
 
 

Benediction 
Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you 
today and always. 
Amen. 
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Sending Hymn 765: Lord of All Hopefulness 

 
 

Dismissal 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

    Postlude 
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Today’s Worship Leaders 
† Presiding Minister: Pastor Ray  
† Preaching Minister: Nicole  
† Guest Musician: Zeynep  
† Assisting Minister: Roger  
† Lector: Lucia  
† Usher: Joan  

† Communion Set-up Volunteer: Phyllis  
† Offering Counter: Debbie and an onsite volunteer 
† Childcare Staff: Sam and Sydney 
† July Communion Bread Baker: Susanne  
† Fellowship Snacks: Dick and Nancy Ann  
 
 

To Contact Us 
Pastor: The Rev. Julie  
Email: julie.r.bringman@gmail.com        Cell: (510) 529-5606 
 

Administrative Assistant: Lauren  
Email: office.hopecp@gmail.com      Office: (301) 927-5508 
 

Church Musician: Chewon  
Email: music.hopecp@gmail.com                            Office: (301) 927-5508 
 

Campus Pastor: The Rev. Ray  
Email: rayranker@gmail.com        Cell: (410) 294-6691 

 
 

Announcements 
Sunday Childcare During Service: During the academic year, childcare 
is available for children during worship. The childcare providers have a 
clear background check on file. The students will care for the children and 
lead activities during worship. Over the summer break students travel 
home and might not always be available to provide childcare. Parents 
may use the childcare room if their children choose to leave worship. 
 
All Communion Bread is Gluten Free: The flour used in the recipe is 
gluten free. If you need the ingredients, please ask this month’s baker for 
them. 
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Pastor Julie away: Pastor Julie, Katesh, and Nimi are away for a 
wedding in Pittsburgh through July 13. You may still contact Pastor Julie 
for emergencies; she can talk on the phone and connect you with 
someone local if immediate support is needed. 
 
Resilience Check In, a Facilitated Conversation: Join us today 
following worship! After that we plan to meet on August 9, and August 23. 
With all that is happening in our country, our world, and our own lives, we 
need a chance to reflect and share together. As all things at church this is 
non-partisan, though it does reflect our Christian values. We hope this is a 
safe space to identify our concerns, anxieties, and eventually the ways we 
could respond and support our community. 
 
Quilters of Hope: Join us on Tuesday, July 14. The group will cut, sew, 
tie and make quilts for neighbors around the world in need of some 
comfort and care. Anyone can join this group on the second and fourth 
Tuesday of each month, 10am-noon at Hope. No experience 
necessary. Contact Arlene for more information: WV1958@hotmail.com 
 
Supporting Neighbors in Need: On Tuesday, July 21 from noon-3pm, 
Hope volunteers will prepare and serve lunch at the PG Plaza Day 
Center, just a few miles from Hope. This is a meaningful time to be in 
relationship with each other and our wider community. Talk to Joan for 
more information: vze27t5t@verizon.net 
 
Sending Blessing for Beloved Family: Join us on Sunday, July 26 for a 
sending blessing and special coffee hour. We sadly say goodbye 
to Tatenda, Chipo, Julia, and Mufaro, who are moving to Utah at the end 
of July. Talk to Mark and Lois D to help with the coffee hour. 
 
Vacation Bible School: Join us the week of July 27-31 from 12-3pm for 
a week of summer fun here at Hope! Water games, crafts, science, 
snacks, bible exploring, and more! Ages 3 through rising 6th grade can 
attend. Suggested donation is $10/camper or $20/family. VBS is for 
everyone, regardless of ability to make a donation. Register here: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXaC4WL7VfESgHI5rBN9IL
e9dz9oif2W0LsvjJyYW6Ex0lYw/viewform 

 

mailto:WV1958@hotmail.com
mailto:vze27t5t@verizon.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXaC4WL7VfESgHI5rBN9ILe9dz9oif2W0LsvjJyYW6Ex0lYw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXaC4WL7VfESgHI5rBN9ILe9dz9oif2W0LsvjJyYW6Ex0lYw/viewform
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Synod Assembly Reflections: Thanks to James G for sharing his 
reflections on the Metro DC Synod assembly in worship last week. Paul T 
will share his reflections on Sunday, July 19. If you want to read the 
official notes and actions taken by the synod, find the recap 
here: https://metrodcelca.org/2026assembly/2026-assembly-recap/ 
 
Pastor Julie's Gratitude: As Pastor Julie returns to leadership at Hope, 
she shares immense gratitude for all the ways people have been 
supportive. She has received an incredibly generous amount of food gift 
cards, paper cards in the mail, and small treats for the children. So many 
people have provided leadership at Hope in her absence and through her 
gentle return. The way you can continue to support Pastor Julie the most 
is by keeping things running well at church. If you like to cook, you can 
sign up for the summer meal train; you can deliver food to the house or 
sign up for a Sunday and bring food to church:  
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/990e56. 
 
Hope Property Re-Exploration Team: You may have heard that Hope's 
property re-development process is on pause as the developer 
reevaluates their plans; they learned about a significant flood-plain on the 
property and need to make significant adjustments. Hope will take this 
time to reevaluate our plans as well. If you are interested to join a team 
looking at Hope’s property and how it can best serve our mission, email 
Mark Brown at mark.byron.brown@gmail.com (he will serve as the 
council point-person). 
 
Holy Land Boycott Guide: Many people have been hearing about and 
talking about peace with justice in the Holy Land. The US Lutheran 
Palestine Israel Justice Network has resources on these themes, and 
Hope's Council has engaged these resources and signed on for action. 
Stay tuned for details, and learn more here:  
https://uslpijn.org and elca.org/sumud 
 
Faith Day at Nats Stadium: On Saturday, August 8 you are invited to 
join other Lutherans from across the Metro D.C. Synod for Faith Day at 
Nationals Park: an evening of baseball, fellowship, and community 
connection. Come cheer on the Washington Nationals as they take on the 
Cincinnati Reds at 6:45pm. Tickets are just $32/person and limited to 
section 406; you can purchase multiple tickets at once if you have a group 
from your congregation going together.  
Buy tickets online here: https://www.gofevo.com/event/Metrodc7 

https://metrodcelca.org/2026assembly/2026-assembly-recap/
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/990e56
mailto:mark.byron.brown@gmail.com
https://uslpijn.org/
http://elca.org/sumud
https://www.gofevo.com/event/Metrodc7
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What’s Happening at Hope 
 
 
Today 
10:30am: Worship at Hope and on Zoom; following worship: Resilience  
   Check-in at Hope 
1:30-2:30pm: Christian Stability Ministry worships at Hope 
 
 
This Week 
Tuesday, July 14, 10am-noon: Quilters of Hope at Hope 
Saturday, July 18, 11am: Living Water worships at Hope 
Saturday, July 18, 3-5:30pm: Christian Stability Ministry music team  
   practice at Hope 
 
 
Looking Ahead 
Tuesday, July 21, 12-3pm: Hope prepares and serves lunch at the  
   PG Plaza Day Center 
Wednesday, July 22, 7:30pm: Hope Council Meeting via Zoom 
Sunday, July 26, following worship: Special Coffee Hour 
Monday, July 27-Friday, July 31, 12-3pm: Vacation Bible School at Hope 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Core Values: We are… 
 Welcoming, 
 Growing Disciples who Lead, 
 Loving our Neighbors, 
 Near and Far. 
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